JANUARY AT A GLANCE
DESERTSCRUB

•
Desert succulents are busy sucking up as much moisture from winter rainfall as their roots and stems can hold.

•
Woody plants are extending their roots and preparing to set new leaves.

•
In lower desert riparian areas, Frémont cottonwoods (Populus frémontii) may be budding new leaves by mid-month, as well as blooming.

•
Annual wildflowers and grasses are sprouting.

•
Desert seeds, such as those of the blue palo verde (Cercidium floridum), ride the torrents of winter floods in the sandy washes, dependent on the scouring action of the sand and gravel to score tough outer shells for successful germination.

•
Along flowing desert streams, look for mountain birds such as ruby-crowned kinglets, dark-eyed juncos, yellow-rumped warblers and lark sparrows foraging in the rich habitat, waiting out the snow in their summer haunts.

•
Packrats (white-throated woodrats) begin their breeding seasons.

•
Curve-billed thrashers and northern mockingbirds sing their glorious territory songs and begin nesting later in the month.

•
Harris' hawks begin laying eggs.

GRASSLANDS

•
Annual wildflowers and grasses are sprouting.

•
Coues' white-tailed deer are mating.

OAK WOODLANDS

•
Annual wildflowers and grasses are sprouting.

•
Coues' white-tailed deer are mating.

PINE-OAK WOODLANDS

•
Black bears give birth to tiny cubs, an average litter of two, which will nurse and grow in winter dens.

CONIFEROUS FORESTS

•
Snow blankets the ground most of this month. Snowpack provides precious water for the coming spring both as groundwater seep and as runoff down rocky mountain canyons.

SPECIAL EVENTS

•
Flocks numbering in the tens of thousands of sandhill cranes, Canadian geese and snow geese are wintering on the Willcox playa in southeastern Arizona. The Willcox Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture's Wings Over Willcox festival is held in mid-month.

IN THE SKY

•
The constellation Perseus blazes high overhead late in the evening, after twilight fades, along with the Pleiades star cluster (the Seven Sisters).

•
Orion hunts high in the southern sky.

See the chapter "Exploring the Nature of Pima County" for definitions and descriptions of communities.

